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suited; it would have certainly reported that the roads
to Mars-la-Tour and Conflans were free of the French,
save in the neighbourhood of Vionville, where some
cavalry bivouacs had been seen.

This conclusion of Prince Frederick Charles contains,
then, all the characteristic features of a preconceived
idea; the prince accepts von Moltke's hypothesis with
such eagerness that he leaves out all the doubtful parts
it may contain.

In order to feel safer, however, he imparts this view
at 11 a.m. to General Headquarters. The Chief of Staff,
a man given to careful choice, naturally reserved when
not in possession of known facts, did not reply during
the whole day. He knew what the hypothesis: " It is
likely that the French are by now in full retreat on Verdun "
was worth* Another supposition, equally well founded,
might be substituted for it, namely that of Prince
Frederick Charles: " The French army is in full and hasty
retreat towards the Meuse" He therefore allowed the
commander of the Second Army to act from his own
conclusion and to march to the Meuse, and he only
intervened at 6.30 p.m. in order to state :

Second information, dated from Herny, 15th August,
6*30 pan.

" . , . The success secured on the 14th by the First
Army has taken f)lace imder conditions such as to exclude
any idea of carrying it further. It is only by means of a
vigorous defensive on the part of the Second Army against
the roads from Metz to Verdun, that the fruits of victory
may be attained. The commander-in-chief of the
Second Army remains in charge of conducting that oper-
ation according to his own inspiration and with all means
at his disposal*"

We shall still emphasise several points in their order:

1.  They speak of utilising a victory ; they know well
or ought to know that it is nothing of the sort,

2.  The fruits of victory can be reaped by making a
vigorous offensive  against the roads from Metz to
Verdun.

That objective is already a more sober one than the
Meuse objective, because von Moltke, being nearer the
sources of accurate information (Boray), well perceives
that nothing must be exaggerated.